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In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.
O Allah, send Your blessings upon Mohammad and his progeny.
I seek the forgiveness of Allah, my Lord, and I turn to Him in repentance.

To my believing brothers and sisters,

Peace be upon you, with the mercy of Allah and His blessings.

Some of the believing brethren asked me to write something for the people on the occasion of the days of Ashura, in the hope that it might serve as a

lamp of guidance. I have written this so that it may be a lamp of guidance for them and for me alike.

There is a blessed expression transmitted from Imam Jafar ibn Mohammad al-Sadiq and Imam Ali ibn Musa al-Ridha, peace be upon them both, in
similar wordings but with a singular meaning. Brief as it is, it carries great depths; for such is their speech, peace be upon them:
"May God have mercy upon one who revives our cause.”
In one of the two narrations, the questioner asked: "How do we revive your cause?"
The Imam, peace be upon him, replied:

"l

"By learning our sciences and teaching them to the people; for if the people came to know the beauty of our speech, they would surely follow us.

This is one foundational axis, one capacious enough to encompass an entire way of life. From it arose sound Islamic sciences, awakened institutions
and weighty scholarly centres, seminars and gatherings, learned councils and scholarly correspondence, and the issuance of valuable studies, books

and distinguished journals in all their varied forms and approaches.

All of this grew after being nourished by those Houses which Allah has permitted to be raised and in which His name is remembered: from direct
illumination and light that breaks forth from them at every moment by the command of their Lord. From the sincere companion who asked and was
answered, to the bewildered seeker who arrived after the exhaustion of a long and tiring road, wishing to be replenished and quenched while the

Almighty brought him to his goal.

Those who tended to all of this, and set it in motion with a guided movement throughout the era of occultation until Imam Mahdi, peace be upon
him, reappearance, were those who were nurtured in the blessed scholarly seminaries of Najaf al-Ashraf, Karbala of Hussain, holy Qom, noble
Mashhad and elsewhere in Allah's vast lands — or those who were shaped by them — in accordance with the directives of their Masters, peace be

upon them all. Upon this foundation they stood and continued to move, repeating in both word and deed: "Guide us to the straight path.”

So we must not forget — indeed we must never forget — that among the very first things to emerge from those magnificent Houses of Ahlul Bayt

were the pulpits of Hussain, peace be upon him, which rose and took firm root by the permission of their Lord.

Some began as verses of poetry lamenting Hussain, peace be upon him, steeped in grief and sighs that rose amid visible tears within a pure
Household. They, then, grew into weeping accompanied by deep sobbing in the presence of an infallible Imam, sighs enough to melt stone. Next they
turned into lamentation and wailing from his noble family behind a concealed curtain, then into long odes delivered in his blessed presence. Until

they reached what we witness today, upon which the well-known pulpits have been established in every place and every age.

Let us note that among those noble pulpits are the processions in their various forms, upheld by a particular mercy from Allah the Exalted, drawing

their inspiration from the very first pulpit erected by Imam Zain al-Abideen and his aunt, the Doyenne of the Hashimites, Zainab al-Kubra, peace be
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upon them both, at the Mosque of Kufa; to a procession filled with grief and sorrow, crowned with dignity and grandeur, even if its outward

appearance wounds the heart and dissolves the spirit within.

It began from Karbala after the martyrdom of Imam Hussain, peace be upon him, moving through Kufa to Damascus.
And when it reached the palaces of the tyrant, what unfolded from that pulpit overturned everything, shaking the earth above the heads of the

oppressors in the very heart of their rule in the Mosque of Damascus.

So here are the pulpits of Imam Hussain in every place and in all their forms, calling out as their master and chief, Imam Zain al-Abideen declared:

"Whoever knows me, knows me; and whoever does not know me, I shall make myself known.”

They carry that resounding cry to shake the thrones of the unjust wherever they may be. It is an eternal, sweeping and thunderous cry, enduring as
long as time endures. Not to be contained within a frame, confined to an era or restricted to a place. It is a universal and all-encompassing cry. This is

the secret of its continuance and the source of its perpetuity.

Hence, may Allah have mercy upon you, please do not confine it to a name or hem it in with a designation, for its standing is greater than any name,

however lofty or eminent.

Knowledge has its role; action has its rounds; and grief has its sighs, its laments and its cries, which disturb the inhabitants of spacious palaces, ornate
garments and lavish vehicles. Just as they disturb those who have no understanding or awareness of the latent power within a single tear shed for
Hussain, peace be upon him, a power sufficient to extinguish the very fires of hell, let alone a sigh or a cry. Thus it has been narrated from Imam al-
Ridha, peace be upon him, that he said:
"For one such as al-Hussain, let those who weep, weep — for weeping over him wipes away the gravest of sins."”
He then said, peace be upon him:
"Whenever the month of Muharram entered, my father, peace be upon him, would not be seen laughing. Grief would overcome him until the passing
of ten days; and when the Day of Ashura came, it was for him a day of calamity, sorrow and weeping, and he would say:
"This is the day on which al-Hussain was slain.""*

It is also narrated from Imam al-Sadiq, peace be upon him, that he said to Fudayl:
"...O Fudayl, whoever remembers us, or in whose presence we are remembered, and whose eyes overflow — even by no more than the wing of a fly
— Allah will forgive his sins even if they are as the foam of the sea.”

Imam al-Sadiq, peace be upon him, also said:
"The day of al-Hussain, peace be upon him, is the greatest of calamities of all days. This is because the People of the Cloak, who were the most
honoured of creation before Allah the Almighty, were five in number.
When the Prophet, may Allah's blessings and peace be upon him and his family, departed from them, there remained the Commander of the
Faithful, Fatima, al-Hassan and al-Hussain, peace be upon them, so in them the people found consolation and solace.
When Fatima, peace be upon her, departed, the people found consolation in the Commander of the Faithful, al-Hassan and al-Hussain.
When the Commander of the Faithfil, peace be upon him, departed, the people found consolation in al-Hassan and al-Hussain.
When al-Hassan, peace be upon him, departed, the people found consolation in al-Hussain, peace be upon him.
But when al-Hussain was slain, none of the People of the Cloak remained in whom the people might thereafter find consolation and solace.
His departure was therefore as the departure of all of them, just as his survival had been as the survival of all of them.
This is why his day became the greatest of all days in its calamity."*
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He also said:

"Every form of anguish and weeping is disliked, save the anguish and weeping for the slaying of al-Hussain.">

The author of al-Wasa'il states after transmitting twenty narrations on the matter:

“The traditions on this subject are exceedingly numerous in the works on visitation and others.”®

We close with an excerpt from a supplication transmitted from the Imam on behalf of those who visit Imam Hussain:
"Have mercy upon those faces that the sun has altered.
Have mercy upon those cheeks pressed upon the grave of Abu Abdillah al-Hussain, peace be upon him.
Have mercy upon those eyes whose tears have flowed out of compassion for us.
Have mercy upon those hearts that have grieved and burned for our sake.
Have mercy upon that cry that was raised for us.
O Allah, I entrast to You those bodies and those souls, until You quench their thirst at the Pool (Hawdh) on the Day of the Great Thirst."”

Tears anguish the burning of the heart, the cry and the pain. All of these are manifest, evident and unambiguous realities, leaving no room for denial
or reinterpretation. They bear witness that the Hussaini rites we perform are beloved and meritorious; with nothing to drive against them and nothing

to stand in the path of their goodness.

All praise belongs to Allah for what He has guided us to and granted us success in: adherence to His obedience, avoidance of His disobedience, and

love of His intimate Awliya and keeping their company, may Allah's blessings be upon them all.

Mohammad Hussein Al-Ansari
6t of Holy Muharram 1448
22/06/2026

Footnotes
Uyun Akhbar al-Ridha, Sheikh al-Sadug, vol. 1, p. 275.
al-Wasa i, Allama al-Hurr al-Amili, vol. 14, Chapter 6: The Recommendability of Weeping for the Slaying of al-Hussain, hadith no. 8,
19697, pp. 504—505.
Same source, p. 501, hadith no. 2, hadith no. 19691; and what precedes and follows it, comprising several narrations conveying the same
meaning.
Same source, p. 502, hadith no. 6, no. 19695.
Same source, hadith no. 10, 19799, p- 505. Two narrations from Kamil al-Ziyarat conveying this meaning are also cited, nos. 13 and 16, and
these contain remarkable detail.
Same source, p. 510.

Kamil al-Ziyarat, Chapter 40: The Supplication of the Prophet, Ali, Fatima and the Imams for Those Who Visit al-Hussain.
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